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From the Desk of:

Karen MoKelveg >

Director

PSI Offers Spring Workshop Continued

Griffin spoke of Tier | and Tier |l intervention strategies,
early literacy interventions and especially focused on ad-
vanced alphabetic code during the March 6 workshop.
Steve describes advanced code as any time a word in the
written language has more letters than sounds, as opposed
to basic code, which is any time a word has the same
number of letters as sounds. According to Griffin, advanced
code, including code variation and code overlap, is the
number one cause of reading difficulties.

So what can be done when students struggle with ad-
vanced code and why is it such an issue for students?
Citing Kelly Gallagher's Readicide, Griffin spoke of
Finland’s success story in reading education. Finnish stu-
dents start schooling later than American students and per-
form highly in language arts. Why? Their language, Griffin
says, is written in basic code. In America, the written lan-
guage of English is complex as it is written in advanced
code. To help students improve their advanced code read-
ing skills, Griffin provided resources and activities to use
with students for intervention in the area of advanced code,
including his Sight Word Super System and his Sight Word
Flip 1t app, which are available on his website. Other re-
sources suggested for intervention in this area are map-
ping, use of word lists, advanced code flash cards, and flu=
ency builders.

Building off of advanced code, Griffin also addressed the
issue of reading multisyllabic words. He said that there
are necessary pre-skills that need to be mastered before
a student can start becoming fluent with multisyllabic
words, including prefixes, suffixes, vowel sounds and
combinations, and blending. When students cannot read
multisyllabic words, they cannot accurately read content
texts, class materials, and narrative or expository texts.
Working on multisyllabic words with a program like RE-
WARDS, Giriffin said, can also allow students to experi-
ence increased comprehension and have more confi-
dence in their own reading ability.

Other resources suggested for intervention in this area
are mapping, use of word lists, advanced code flash
cards, and fluency builders.

Griffin left participants with an easy-to-follow piece of
advice for implementing his message of a “few things
done well’-- Just start. He encouraged participants to
start with one_student, one parent, or.one meeting and
see where the strategies and interventions take you.

“Our responsibility (as educators) is to give hope,” Griffin
said. “We need to teach kids to read so they can make
something of themselves.”

ESS Fall Meeting

The Educational Support Services annual Fall Meeting will be held on Friday, September 18, 2015. Mark your calen-
dar now for this important and informative event. Additional information will be mailed to you during the summer.

ESL and Foreign Language News

To all ESL and Foreign Language staff, THANK YOU for all your work and efforts this school year. You are valued
more than you can ever know! Enjoy a peaceful and restful summer!
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